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Miriam DeChant is the Director of Legal Services at the Arts + Business Council of Greater 
Philadelphia, an affiliate of the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce with a mission to 
strengthen the creative sector by engaging the business, legal and technology communities.  
Through the Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyer for the Arts program (PVLA), Miriam continues a 37-
year-old tradition of providing access to civil legal services and education to the region’s artists 
and cultural organizations. She has lectured in ethics, intellectual property, compliance and tax 
law as an adjunct professor at Drexel University’s Masters in Arts Administration program as well 
as in workshops and CLE programs. Miriam manages the new Pennsylvania Patent Pro Bono 
program, in partnership with the USPTO. 
 
Miriam earned her JD from Villanova University School of Law where she served on the 
Environmental Law Journal, and earned her BS in Applied Human Sciences from Colorado State 
University. She is admitted to practice law in Pennsylvania and serves on the Intellectual Property 
and Delivery of Legal Services Committees of the Philadelphia Bar Association, publishing in The 
Legal Intelligencer regularly on topics of public interest. 
 

 


